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The Kingdoms Sickneſs, and its Cure, 6, 
T is not unkaowan to any perſon thatHg:concern'd inthe 

welfare of his Country, that there are noi very ilbſym- 

proms in the countenance thereof ; and/ng wb wh 

cular perſons there are, who can ſay, that theig;private 
affairs receive not a malignant influence from theill Cra+ 
ſis and indiſpoſitionof the whole __y Polirick -:. I ſhall there- 
fore endeavour to give anaccount of this its 'malady,; and. pro». 
poſe the means of its redreſs and ſuccour z  wherein-l ſhall play 
the part of a bold Phyſician to a deſperate and/Chronical-Di- 
ſeaſez neither will I handle the matter as if I were:todeal wi 
a nice and tender Lady, conſulting her cale, and thedali 
her Palate,more than the benefic of a firm 8&1aſting health{;an 
therefore rejects the nauſeous Potion off r'd for her Cure :'Bue 
I thall preſcribe, (if occafion) a Vomit, both ſtrong and bitter, 
chat will cauſe not only cauſe averſion in the taking,/but Utke* 
wiſe in the operation may pur all parts into ſomeiperturbation, 
for the more effeQual ſupport and comfort of theayall - {ſhalt 
not ſavour my Lancet, nor the Saw it (elf if 1 find it neceflary: 
To come to my defign-3 The fickneſs of rhe Nation-appears. 
evidently by thoſe ſymptoms. that are upon ic, "an Atrophy , 
litleſneſs to Aion, Paleneſs and feartulnefs z//I-gnean-rhree 
things the main Indications of its weakneſs, 1, Want of Many 
and Trace, the nouriſhment of a Commonwealth, 2, A Con- 
ſequent of the former; People are of low ſpirits, like Men ex»: 
peRing Ruine, they are without thoſe lively and vigorous de- 
figns they were wont to have when full of Money -3: Fear 
and apprehenſion of danger from a Forreign Enemyz Theleare 


the principal ſymptoms of which we complain at this days: » 


The laſt of theſe ſhall not need to ſay much to z For if the 
A2 Purſes 


' Parſes and Seamacts og be fraighted with a ſuffi- 


K :ourage 
z;-*nd bold -enongh in oppoſing any 

 Forreign undertakings agaiaſt them, Ir being an improvement 

* of thei narnral Genius, is will rather paſk then upon the of- 


- 


ſenſive parts This our Neighbour Nations are awate of; A 
Frenct:»man haviggobcrveds; that Evg/and is likea grett Beaſt, 


that tamno- otherwiſe: be! killed, but by deing ir ſelf acceflIty 


may belaid for it1: Let us then endeavour to keep it alive, by 
app} ing good nourifhatent; by: carreQing the Humours, clean- 
the Blodd:; :and when itis healthfully ſettled upon 2 good 


fhiſc in all /other encounters and hazards. Our buſineſs then js, 


tohelp'in the two firſt particulers, Forby them alone the laſt . 


8xnade [ecore': There have-been many-attempts made of .late 
forthe Redreſs. of the Former eſpecially ; | but by-dealing too 


_ Iightly; fearing ta.ſearch cothe hottomzthey do but make things . 


worſe ; and-toRop one hole make threez Prohibiting Iriſh 


Cattle, French Goods, &c, I like not thoſe Phyſicians that . 


apply themſelves to remove two or three particular ſymptoms, 
and leave the:ſoutſe and Cauſe of the Diſeaſe unteuch'd ; I ſhall 
therefore enquire into the very Springs and Original of our Di- 
ers, and endeavour to ſhew,- that without a deeper ſearch 
and er application, no good is to be expected, 

The Tinker will tell us, -that 'ris in vain to beſtow mendin 
upon that Kertle whoſe bottom is grown thin with age and hvek 
uſe and certainly there is ſomthing of the ſame nature in King. 
doms and Commonwealths, which in continuance of 1ime, wil 
require not emendation and alceration by parcels of new Lays, 
ſome whereof are made at one time, ſome another, ſome in one 
-- Century, ſome in many after ; ti]! at length they are mu'tipli'd 
 toſuch anumber that they becom to the Government like Pat- 

 chestoaTinkersKettlez which after it will be patcht no looger, 
| in 


Wo. 


apd-afhftant to its ows Ruine; or intangling it ſelf in the ſnare 


nat, treed from: malignant humours,, we may venture it to | 


fine, muſt have a new bottom; ſoalſo the Governmene muſt” 
have aReſtoration which is go longer capable of alteration and 
amendment ia that. part thereof which is weak and ill:cooſtjras... 
red: ; Therealon whereof may be caſt upon the prevailing pow- © 
er of Time, which ſubjects all things to. its Dominions , and 
nothing can be- ſecure from-its 'over-turning Influence z the 
ſt:ongeſt Forts and Caſtles are batter'd condi ity, Cities are 
netamorphos'd into Cotrage, and a Wilderneſs into.a City 
it removes Commerce, ane Traffick, and Ciy om: | 
Countty to another, and makes an Unwonted Village 
traded Port, and a Batbarons and Savage People nice and 
cal; And larther it d ff-reatly influences the nature of Man. - 
kind, that thoſe ot our generation are quite of another diſpo» 
* fitioathanin former agesz The civil Converſation wenow%ty! 
tivate, wihi + Four or Five hundred years, v as. Milits'y -Difcir 
pline, and Feats of Armsz. The Execution of Juſtice which is 
now peitormed with. Gown and Scrowl, they did the fame 
Armour compleat, and with naked Sword, This ale er '% 


> 
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mens inclinations and humouis effeted in-proceſs of i w_ 


the reaſon, that, chongh the Form and Manger ol Government. 
may continue perſectly and entirely the ſame, yet-thereare dis 
ſtin& Parts and Membets thereof, whichre-iterated: and 
emendations cannot preſerve from being the Cis{l-ke andburde+ 
of the SubjeR, and foto be aboliſhed, and ſomthing ſabſtitun 
ted in the room thereof that is capable of obliging and'ea| 
hending the preſent Genius that has taken-place | 
that may agree with thoſe inclinations of Men - which-have 
ſucceeded in the room of thoſe worn out by Timey. and-till 
this be done there will be a diſcrafie-in the body Politick; there 
will be complaining and repining, and people will be ill at eaſe, © 
diſſatisficd, uaſertied,. by reaſon of ſomething ia the preſent... 
Goverament that ſuitrnot now with their ſtamacks and appe- 
tites; and there cannot bc iatroduced a Scrtelement and Compo- 
ſure the mother of all bleffings in-Commonwealths, -till ſome 
ſtrong Medicine caule this to be diſgorged, Now as all Laws - 


- and... 


4 

and Government deſigns the benefit of the os governed; 
that there be a Harmony and Agreement in all the parts there- 
of, ſo do they diligently avoid all-things that may avert this 
harmony, and expel what is doſſonanc thereto, and caufes that 
diſagreement and uneaſineſs which fills mens minds'to the pre» 
judice of their ſettlement, their amity, - and conſequently their 
Traffick one with another 3 Nay, though the Laws eftabliſht 
by antiquity are ſill in Force for the preſervation and maince- 
nance PE Government, yet they muſt be abrogated or 
changed according to the preſent Genius, Manners and Incli- 
nations of Men z for Laws are Arbitrary, 8nd in circumſtantial 
things may be brought to our Manners ; whereas our Members 
have ſomching of natural neceſsity in them, and cannot with- 
our Prejudice and violence be brought to the Laws;'I mean ſuch 
things as are free and in our choice, not ſuch as are of eternal 
neceſſity to be done or omitted 3 and likewiſe I mean the abro- 
gation of ſuch Laws as dis-agreeing with our prefent Inclina- 
tion, will bring no dammage in other reſpeRs-to the Publick, 
Now In this ca/e, in my apprehenſion it is a Soliciſme in Poli- 
ticks, that Goveramear being deſigned chiefly or the benefic 
of thoſe that live under it, yet that the Laws ſhould not com- 
prehend and agree with the inclinations of the preſent genera- 
tioo, but of another worn off and gone : And this ſeems to be 
the right of a prevailing temper, as of a Conquerour that ob- 
rains anothers Country, not to be engaged to the formet Laws 
he finds there, bur tq give them from himſelf. Thus when ic 
was in faſhion, and the humour prevailed of making Church- 
men great, and rich, and honourable, Laws were dire&ed and 
promulgated to this purpoſe : It the faſhion come again to 
contema anJ4 flight them, and bring them down, the Laws 
ought to favour us init, and not to ſuffer a diſcording 
note, to prejudice the harmony whereon the publick eſtabliſh- 
ment and ſettlement is founded. Having ſeen that the Pub- 
lick dis-ſatisfaRion may give occaſion to change (ome particu- 
lar part of the Government; we muſt enquire how it may be 

, manifeſt, 


- 


| | 5 
manifeſt;' what muſt 'be done [5 the relief of it, and thatwe 
miſtake not the minds and deſires of (people thus unſacisfyed 5 
In a word, this may be known by the general reſcntments of 
the moſt; or wiſeſt; or ſobereſt of the people 1f theſe gene- 
rally agree in one vote as it were , eicher taciely or expreſsly , 
by plain- teſtimony, or ſuch ſigns as areequivalent the: ero, of 
a-dislike of a Confticution ia the Governmenr, that isnoeffen- 
tial part thereof, which ſerves to irritate them, and A 2 Mo- 
ther of-oppreſsion, if it be proteſted againit, and forſaken by 
moſt; contemned by others, and {lighred by all, it-may be 
ſaid to be the diſcording Note , and: hureſul-to the harmony 
of-the publickTepoſe and conſent, - Bur perhaps this will nog 
be a ſufficient Plea for its expulſion unleſs other things concurs - 
In the mean time thus much we-have got through the alterati- 
ons of mens ittclinations, Laws muſt be remirted, and-pe 
ſome leſs eflential part of Government changed, or elſe there 
will be an unſarisfyedneſs and diſcraſy amongſt the People; or 
thus in time mens Taclinations-are changed , and the Conftitu- 
tions of Government that are oppoſite thereco muſt be altered,; 
If-we look ſor examples of this, we may find in all-Hiſtories 
infinicethereof; Thus the-people- of 7ſraet were fickrand dil 
contented for 4 King,- and no means to fatis fie-chem but by .in-' - 
dulging this humour : This alſo maybe obſeryed ia che Romans 
Government and al{o'in the Commonwealths of Greeces in our 
age me may: obſerve the like; France will/allow-no x5 iwileog 
co the Pope-in-Secular Afﬀairs and” Revenues of the Clergy in” 
<&icDominion';; though they ſti] 6wn his- Aethority. "Fhe' 
Nethi51ands ould not lwallow the Inquiſition;- and Vepece ſoon 
grew ſtck of the ſubtile'praQtiſes ofthe Jeſuires. Many might be 
eaped to this purpoſe, And thus much may ſerve for Apology, 
if we fihd that the'ſtare of-rhings do recuire ſome change ina»: 
leſs-material part of Government;- that it is-no new'thing, | buc- 
fuch as time does-in every age prodbuce.Þ- 
To'proceed then, Ic may bedemanded whether there beany- 
ſuch thing amoogit@ vs, T har-this unſacisfyed tumour 4s L16- 
. yalent.-: 


[6 ] 

-valent with ous, may be known from converſe- and (oriety of 
Men, andtheir mouths are filled with complaints of the bad. 
neſs of the times, wiſhing for, and expeRing ſome change of 
affairs that may give them ſome ſettlement and peace : Like- 
wile it may be known whom it aims at, and what this burden 
is by the open proteſtation of the greateſt part of the Nation , 
by the careleſs and remi(s carriage of others, and by open con- 
tempt andderifion of many, whichis the preſent Eccleſiaſtical 
Government z This all the different ſorts and” Opinions do 
proteſt againſt ; This wiſe Men and Polititians do barely ſuffer 
and allow as far as their Intereſt is concernd with it, without any 
zeal for its continuance, The third: are, the Wits and Atheiſts 
of the age who contemn and .deride it + As that we may ſafely 
conclude it is.che publick nuiſance and diſguſt of the Nation : 
and as an ill humour that is at enmity with the reſt of che hu- 
mours in a body natural, is the occafion of a perturbation, and 
that its ations are: performed with: leſs life and freedom than 
they were wont, So likewiſe this dis-agreeing part in the body 
Politick from the other parts, may be ſaid tro be occaſion of 
ies lowneſs of courage, and -unwillingneſs to at inthe matters 
which concern.its welfare , as Trade, and the like, Butif we. 
look into: the concerns of Trade, the life of our nation, and of 
the Body Politick, and to the Nation more atcentively, we ſhall 
find that.our conditon is ſuch, that we are near loſt, unleſs we 
= chis one;patt a Sacrifice to the preſervation of the 
wholez 'and weare:not nowiſo low in'our owneſteem, or the 
eſteem of Forreigners, but by'means chereof we may raiſe up 
our heads that lie in the duſt , and not only obtain a firm and 


laſting conſtitution of Health and Integrity , in the advance-* 


ment-of our-wealth at home, but we may be enabled co make 
our ſelves.great-enough to offer ſomeatterpts abroad, to ſerve 
our ſelves our ſelves of the ſpoils of other: Nations, and rake 
our ſhare in the Ruines of the houſe of. A#ſfri4, and once again 
retrieve our ſullied'glories, and re-aſſume the Palms that were 
wont to be the Merits of our victorious Armies. 


_ — 
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7 
It being then thus with us, (7. moſt men complain of the 
badneſs of the timesz The Labourer has no work, the Hus- 
band-man hath no price for his Corn whereby to pay his Renty 
the Grazier gets little for his Wool, Cloth lies upon the hands 
of the Clothicr, ſtrangers run away with our Fiſhing-trade, for 
want of Mony or willingneſs in our own Nation toencourage it 
at home; The power of France grows formidable, an{Mony 
muſt be had to pur us in a poſtare of Defence 3zwhen yet the 
people are ſo dreined already, that they are [careeable to pay 
more. If we come to conhider the original of theſe evils, it 
can be no other then that our Money 1s taken away by the late 
Taxes; for Trade is then meſt full and redundant, and with it 
all things «lie, when Mony is equally (that is in moderate por- 
tions ſuitable to every mans condition) diſtributed t out 
the whole Nations when each particulat ran has ſufficient for: 
his neceſſity, and the condition of his iſe ang calling : for'Mo- 
nv being thas generally diſtcibuted , Mco will (to-figd them- 
ſelves implo, ment, if for no other reaſon) be turning their Mo» 
ny into Goods, an.| their Goods again into Mony, and ever 
body will confer ſomthing to the genera) emolument- of Trat- 
fick ; ſo that the means of advancing Trade, is ſoto-influence 
every patticular perſon in the Kingdom, that he may have Mo- 
ny according to the degiee of his Calling, and to carry on the 
deſigns be they ſmaller or greater which he has undertaken : 
and by the rule of contraries, the way to deſtroy Trade,. is to: 
draw the Mony from the Body of all.the People, and gather 
it from all the particulars of the Commonwealthy andithe- more 
this is done, the more the materials of Trade are taken aways. 
and conſequently ic muſt weaken and conſume, ſo that we 
pay ſee the Cauſe of the evils at this times The Pazliamene 
aviog granted the King ſach Immenſe ſums of 'Mony, and 
that'colleRed upon the whole Body of the Subje&, whichalone 
were Capable to manage a great Trade; and beſides theſe, Ex- 
ciſe.and Hearth-mony colleRed alſo as the other, but never 
knowa till of latez to this may be added the new Building of 
| B LONDON 
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8] 
LONDON, eſpecially in the concerns thereof; fo that put- 
ting theſe things together, we may wonder we are not much 
lower and weaker than we ſeem to be at this time : Well may 
Landlords complain of the fall of Rents, and have their Lands 
- thrown into their own hands , when by their own Ads they 
have taken away the means of Traffick , and thoſe materials 
that Menmuſt work upon for their ſupporc - For as in a natu- 
ral Body there is required novriſhment to keep it in life and 
confiſtencyy and alſo this nouriſhment muſt have a Vehicle, 
which is the Blood , whereby it may be conveyed to all parts 
of the Body z Now it you takeaway this too often, and in too 
great quantities, no wonder if at laſt che Body grow weak, and. 
unable to perform what otherwiſe might be required of it : 
Whea the Blood is perfeRiy diſtributed through all the parts, 
and permitted to take its free and natural Circulation ; So it is 
in'a Body Politick, Trade is its nouriſhment, maintains its lite, 
and-keeps it in heart, gives it a healthful Conſticution , and 
preſerves it from finkting by any weakneſs. within, and enables 
ir alſo to repel external _violencez The Vehicle to convey this 
nouriſhmeac to all the parts for their relief, is Mony, the very 
Blood of the Body Politick, of which, the more we take from 
thisBody,, the nearer we do bring it.to a Conſumption and in- 
abilicy co ſuſtain ir ſelf, Farcher, we muſt not imagine that the 
burdea'wmade lighter when divided among fo many Intereſts, 
which as 40 privaticoneerns perhaps is not ſo much perceived ar 
preſeng bur as/ro'thetoncerns.of Trade, the whole Nation 
| \and fo much as you take there-from, ſo much 
 younake from Traderand thelivelihood of the Nation; which 
1atimewill recura-with- more weight upon particulars, as we 
fiadby axpericace inRents; Wool, &e, This being the condi- 
tim of theWation'droyned tothis faigtnels and weakneſs 25 ac 
thindeg/idad. fill there's oecafions for mote Mony,' and thoſe 
no K M evageither;" ſuch-as <a, PUt uS in 4 be of Deſence 
incaſe of unyiatrempetrom a Forreign Enemy, which out pte- 
CIOs NEVE not without cauſe co apprehiend, af 0 

{# #70) | | | ons - 


+ « ſorall ourevils, than to take away the Lands of 'aizy 


= + 


g | 
co take off the burden that lies upon the Kings Revenue; and - 
further, if we can, to recover thoſe eruptions and devaſtations 
made upon our Trade and Livelihood, to ſet us wpon our legs, 


thar we may ſhew ſomthing of antient valonr in times of ſuch * 


ation and enterprizes as are now on foot 4 But how ſhall this 
be done? to take more blood from the Pablick, is to bring as 
down beyond hopes of Becovety, after ſo many plentiful eyaca- 
ations, But-ſome courſe muſt be taken, and h,yay ſhall 
we turn? ſhall we exenterate our own bowels, - | 
Lives and Livelihood$ tor our Liberties ? ſhall wede 
ſelves, that we may (ave our lelves; and giveaway th 
of our lives for the defence of them ; of to what purpoſe” 
deſend them from outward violence, when they maſkebus 
trom within, though they ſhould be ſecured fromn þ 
it not better we caſt abour, and (ee if there be nor k f 
means of Relief ? ,Can we not find an Ullcerated pait' in 'this _ 
Body, which beitg lopt off, that nouriſhmentwhichir t60 po- 
rently dtaws to it felt , may by its ſepararion'be diffiibured 
through the whole Maſs, for the ſupport"of its welkiels aid 
iadiſpoſition;; To be ſhort, there cannot be any vi 

or other method to compleat our hapinels, and roma! 


ceirful-Clergy-men z there ſeems robe i fatafneeel 
to do it, they being not only uſele(-, but abit 
that ſends forch freFs to the annoyance 'of 'the! 
meaneſt of the people; and when it ſhall appeir thaw 


* bedone with honeſty and Honour with :ightof Faſt 


- 


fafery to the Government, and advancement off 
I ſhall ſhewz The defign will be-more worthy't 
ecurion: Suppoting then, that the Tichss throug 
be allotted to be the Portion of the Clergy, as.un 
by Divine Conſtitution, which being equa 

them'thtoughout'; a2land;' wilt «monne ro 1 7 


ter, an ample Revttue for aClergy-man that 
ends of his Calling, as we that ro hereafter 3* 
2 


a0 


- -fineſs, which belongs not to their Function upon any account, J- 


' Stocks be derived into all parts of the Kingdom to ſet the poor 


- andalſo others may make ſome advantages by their labours, 


+ . but will perhaps return Fourſcore thouſand pound again, or 


[10] 
'Controverſe ariſe, it m1y be dc termined by the general Aſſem- 
bly of th: County, or by the gravet and wiſer amongſt them ; © 

 butby all means that their-hands be kept off f.om Secular bu- | 


Having ſo well provided for them: Let their Lands and Manors, | 
&c. be given to the Publick Brnefic, and that the Parliameni 
* have the power over it, top; int Officers about the Concerns 
of that Revenue, an4d to take an account of them, and that ir | 
be by their prudence and Cate ſo dizburſed to the ſeveral Af- 
fairs that may recuire its sfiſtance, to D.miſe throughout the 
Nation thoſe Lands for the raiſing Mony upon a ſudden exi- 
« gency : That part of theſe rents be imply d in Maritine affairs, 
" the building of Euſfles, Galleys and other Veflels for the Fiſh- 
ing, likewiſe for greater Ships as ſhall be neceſſary; and for 
mantiining and repairing Forts and Walled Towns, Another 
« part for the Improvement of Trade by Land, ihere may, ſmall 


on work; Likewiſe in divers parts that Work: houſes may be 
built for the Improvemeng of our Manufactures in the manner 
of Hoſpitals, wherein the lame and blind, and all ſorts may 
have ſome imp/oyment whereby to get their own livelihood ; 


Likewiſe other Houſes may be built for the Benefit and Im- 
provement of the Mineral Trade, whither may be ſent co works 
of . ſuch whom we now too ſev#rely deliver to death 
upen ſmall offences; All theſe Methods will not diminiſh the 
revenue, bur increaſe it; For it well managed, it will return 
into their hands again perhaps double; As ſuppoſe Fity Thou- 


- » ſand Pouhd ayear be allowed, and well managed in theſe uſes, 


this Mony lies not dead, as in Hoſpitals or ſuch Foundations, | | 


amore, for the benefic of the publick , and yer the Nation is 


ed as. much as that Fifty thouſand pounds comes to, 
and perhaps more than if ic were given without any recurn : 
Sothac befides the Commodicies of our Country well improv'd 
an , 


[14] 


and cvery gan has work and dealings enough; there will be © 
an ample found:tionifor Banks of Fiety, for encouragements. - © 


to advance. Trace, as to ſend Men'into Forrein Covntreys up- 


on the Publick Charges, for the advancement of Tradey to | © 


I:arn $kill in ManufaRtures, to improve Commetce z alſo libe- 
ral Sallaries and Rewards for ſuch as have deſerved well of the 
Commecnwealth by uſeful Inventions, ghting for Defence 
&c. Hencealſo Allowance may be given wo decayed" Gentle- 
men; ſuch whoſe Eſtates are incumb;ed by Debts and more 
by Intereſt may hence be relieved : Out of this the iti 
. of the KING may often be (upply'd without burden to'His 
SubjeRs; and it will be as an eternal Cement to unite the 
hearts of the King and his Sub eats ; The- People thall got: 
burdened with Taxes, or elſe made able to pay them's and 
thereby the King (ball be freed from the Complaints and Grie- 
vances of the People, more burdenſom than any part; ab ad» 
miniſtration : Thus ſhall theſe Lands.which have-hich 
/mantained unjuſt uſurpation, which ſerved Pride and Malice to | 
| diſtreſs and grieve Mankigd inall Orders and De 
« means they ſhil become the happy Inſtruments of univerſatbe- 
nefic to all Orders and Degrees amongſt us: Now if theReme- 
_ dy muſt be contrary to the Diſtemper ,. thea have-we a'very 
apt Remedy for all our evils, which as they have been-broughe 
upon us by dreyning the Nation of ſo. much of its z {0 
ſhall our Cure be by deriving the ſe refreſhing Springguntoall 
the exhauſted and weak'ned parts of the Kingdom; emay 
promiſe our ſelves from the wiſdom of the Parliament, thac ng 
corner of the-Kingdom ſhall be excluded from the beaigne In- 
fence thereof : The young Man may be advanced into Trade 
withopt any.Fortune of his own; the poor Man ſhall have work, 
the Tradeſman Bufine(ſs, the Mariger is made happy®- the: In- 
genious rewarded, the {lafortunare relieved , and the whole 
Nation ſo exalted and Improved, thar weſhall be like-the Iſ- 
raelites returning from Captivity as Men ia a Dream, ſcarce 


believing on a ſudden that happigeſs which we. ſee; and mit 
Now 
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: "Naw, it being fo, that Epiſcopal Govrnment « ypelled, ſuch 
* Bleſſings follow as are like the Glories of the Morning, Sun to 


Midnight-darkneſs; Is it not to be wiſhed, chat the King and 
Patliament baving laid ſuch continued burdens epon the Sub- 
jet would conſult their own Honour and Reputation, and 
tranſmit their Names and Memory to Poſterity with ſome (weet 
odours of Praiſe and Bl:flingz thee they would once in ſo many 
Eflays 'do-ſomrhing whicq may prove the Univerſal Benefic of 
the Civil State, and of Religion, which may make their Fame 
Glotious and Renowned to the preſent and future Generations, 
and+ may bringa bleſſing from Heaven to proſper and eſtabliſh 
'alt other their undertakings, What though our Anceſtors eys 


»wereblinded to givethe beſt of the Kingdom to Giersy men , 
Y 


and to.confirm them by: Laws ; Yet fince our eyes are open, 


«to: diſcover the Gheats and folly thereof , we ſhould commir 


«greater folly than they, if we in ſo great necefliry ſhould ſuf- 
fer-them to enjoy what was ſo exorbitantly ;given , or rather 


_ what's gotten by Fraud andCollvſton; Have not we the ſame 


your tomullify Laws made againſt che Common good, as they 
ad to eſtabliſh the ſame 3 And have wenot yet more Reaſon, 


* _ *fincethey granted them through Colluſion and deceit, where- 
*avevery day diſcovets-to us, that there is no nereſlity and oc-, 


caffon thereof; And moreover, it is returned into th: boſom 
'of their Poſterity with a hundted Fold diſadvantage inſtead of 
Benefit: 

Now -thongh it were enough to ſay, that the Supreme Law 
did require this, even the ſafery of the Kingdom being con- 
cern'd in it z There being a:neceſlicy thar all Governm: nt be 


' dvirected according to the coutle and exigeney of the preſent 


circumſtances and conditions in which they live to whqm the 
mannzþMnent of affairs is cammitted, er elſe it loſeth its «nd, 


| and 115 not eſtabliſhed for the' preſervation of the SubjeR, his 


peace/and ſertlement, but by'a kind of Solzciſm in Politicks, 
for the prefervation of that'which is no more, even a worn off 
genetarion-goneto their Farhers, Yet I ſhall add farther, thay 
WOrk 
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93 
there ir Right and Equity enough in the thingy For 1ſt, They- 

Feit Lands byCoſlufoo'und Fraud. 21y, They bo. 
ged them ſo as to be the Inſtruments of oppr 


on 'and diftur- 


' bance to all Man\ind, and to this Commonwealthin particular; 
' which 1s Treaſon enongh in a ſound ſenſe, "if not'dire 
- interpretatively : As for the ITmputation of Sacriledge we ſhall 


"yet 


ſee more hereafter, : Bnt che Collufion and "Will appear 
plaiply, if we conſider, that theſe Lands and Privileds rwere 
granted in ſuch an age and time of Darkneſs, when nothing of 
the Scripture, or of the Truth was known, and leſs of Re 
gion praQiſed 3 -Men pretended then a great deal of Zed fot 
Religion, but really abominated the plainneſs andiſimplicirty* 
that was in the Goſpe], and the ſpiritual exertiſe irdidtequire;” 
So that all their Zeal was ſpent in purſuit of a-ſtrangeWorthip, 
things —_— oppoſite to the Goſpel of Trathz" whereby 
they might make themfelves Great or Honourable, rhat"they 
might abound with all things thatcould migiſter to-their Pride, ' 
their Luxury and Exce(s, and what ever elſe was contrat ro 
the rule of ſoung DoRrine. 'To accompliſh thefe theit extrava- 
gant and wicked: defigns , - They firſt trouble 'and 'muddy the 
pure Springs of Chriſtian Dorine and PraRice,'br n3 rſt Li- 


Infinite ſuch trumpery, to amuſe-mens minds with a ſhawot 
outlide Worſhip; Then they/ſet apart multitudes o' Mee 
voted to theſe wickednefſes, who bad no other Impleyn 
but to read M-fles,' filling the world wirhEies, and" Forg 
of: Miracles, whereby to-brinf the' worldinto Fear ard Suher 
Qition, chiefly to induce Men4toimpart to them of their alth- 
and ſubſtance; rJating wonderful Apparitions*yd'V iffaps' of 


ſuch who had bee favourable- to their greedy Gefies, tm” 


. theni no leſs than Saints, e>hIr-othersmight A ; 


follow-their works ; ' And (mot Fadl-tmight be2244tg 
vngodly Luſts : But'if any+*did-discoufirenante them in et 
Deſigns, or got ſulfil their defizes-ro-theurmoſt, they tad m_ 
VICEALIE. 
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iavention of Purgatory , whereby.they. would make up their 
Markets z For their Prayers were of no Force to deliver Men 

«+ from thence, unleis they were well paid in hand before they 

-” « begunthewoik: Alſo Conſeffion, and Extreme UnRtion were 

none of their meaneſt Engines to cheat the world z For by 
virtue of theſe being near the Becs of departing Souls, they 
made ſucceſsful uſe of the opportunity, either to Forge Wills 
+ and Donations, or elſe by aggravating their fins, and the,tor- 
ments-of Purgatory, getfrem them what men in Ceſp:ir, (and 
no more capable of enjoyments in this world , and therefore 
prone. enough to throw.them away, (eſpecially where there ap. 
peared hopes of a return inanother) were will.ng to part with, 
Add to-this, thzt having locked up the pure Truth in an un-+ 
known language, and few Bidles alſo 10 be gor-by reaſon of 
the unlcarvednels of the age 3 All their Devotions they com- 
p:enended in Rituals and Ro.aries, &c. All their Religion was 
» external Pomp, Cgremony and Magnificence, puzled and in- 
tricated with'a thouſand inventions and devices, that had no 
relation to it, otherwiie than to deſtroy ic from the Earth - 
Now by thele meansthey had por the Keys into their hancs ; 
»But what keys? eventhoſe of the bottomleſs Pit, to fink men 
ia Perdicion, Bur thus it was, and by theſe evil arts they had 
ade them(elvs the oraclevof the age, through whoſe mouth all 

R ligion and Devotion muſt proceed z They calld themſelves 
the Church, all their Conſticurions & InjunRions muſt now be 
irrefragable, and they muſt needs pretend to be Infallible, fince 
they ſaw all matcers of Religion depending upon them, and no- 
thing was ſeen or known but what was their pleaſure to apoint 

* and declare : And who could convince them of Errour in the 


midſt femes ? when all light of the Goſpel, and of Truth 
that 


it ſelf ſeemed to be extinguitked © Thus have they over- 
« throw pure and- undefiled Religion, denying the Lord 
; Re Ong them, and betraying him with Judas into the poww- 
. er of his Enemies 3 But he riſeth again to take vengeance of 
bis Oppreſlors, Bur. theſe things confider'd, it is ao _—_ 
cage 


our Anceſtars could not ſee through thi 


tin overſptead the face of the whole earth. Bur partly miſta- 
» kiog. a generation of Deceivers, for the true Church, thoughc 
it Honourable to canferre what they could to its Greatne(s, 
partly through fear of Purgatory, and to deliver their Souls 
troa that torment which they were taught to believe. partly 
ro ſave their ſouls; For which purpoſe they were taughr chat 
theſe Donations were effeRual, ſettled upon the Lands, 
' which were afterwards confirmed to them by Law 

ſame account ; For in Magna Charta there is exp! 
made by the King of chis end of his Grants, (viz.) t 
of his Foul ; Now that they were deluded in thele E 
we need 80 no farther thanthe univerſal cooſenc of 
ches who have ſhaken off che Papal Ulurparion, 
. declared againſt Praying for the Dead as inlige 
- acknowledge that all Donations given to the ( 
have no «ffet (a5 was preteaded,) io lave mens 5 


50 this, the is aa, calane. i 4g. gy n — 
then inveated as a ſervi "ne £0. deceive. maniph. 
'Eftates ,. and thereby to Begefir and Jacich chas. Idolacrous 
Church: Which being conlider'd, that chaſe Cangen 
which they obrained cheir Lands were pr 
farther, tnat they are not kept according £91h 
offor ; Thoſe Cuſtams being now. aboluhed 
S uls, upon which account they held many confi 
Whether the Statute of Marlbridge or.ather Lame 
to redeem thoſe Lands:, 1 leave tothe learoed in 8 


he ſaving 


ju 'ge. If ic be alleged, that theſe Lands, and their Paivi- 


ledges bave been confirmed to them 4ll alapg under Proteſians 


-Princes ; and that the King takes an Oath ax his Coronation to , 


fo Fav my premined le by le mhomeniNe 
thoſe $ may FILLER LNEM BY GE: 
prietors thereof 3 Nat that the right of te Socceflor thiol be 


's mift and dark- 
oe flares oben. a 24 9m ich had by this - 


$ Mention 
— 


prejudic'd thereby : Qu Oy they vaderſhgod nor io + > 


their condition'in reſpe& «to thar Right, and therefore more 
« juſtly accrues to us 5 the diſtovetets 3 6r-elfe'they bad nor the 
ſame riecefiry ro re iffyme jt 2 Fo dr condition is ſuch, by 
 / 3IDivineProvidenceappointed,” that theres no'other mea: s to 
ſave vs from'Reine, © Tlhall-here add ſomthing much ro this 
| -purpole out ot Grotinsz Si Lex ſnrdetur in preſurmptione.aliqua 
/ fa; quod fattum revera ita ſe non ba'eat tunc ea Lex non ob- 

| ' "liget. Seneca (ays, Demens eſt qui ſider praſtat Errort5, Gretius 
«a6 brings the opinion of Begdives much to our purpoſe. Bodinwus 
cen(es iiſdem ex canſis Regem five aliena fraude & dolo , five er- 
trore cirenmuentum , ſive metu reſtitus poſſe,  1n another place 
'the ſame Grotins., Sed hoe "quoque [ciendum eft poſſe ſubditts jus 
.HHian queſitum auferri per Regein duplici mode,” aut in Penam , 

' *#ittex wi ſuper-eminentis Dominit; Sed ut id flat ex-vi ſuper emi- 
'nentis Don:tnii primum requiritar utilitas publics, Again, 1llud 


quomue 4 raultis traditum beneficia principum que liberaltter ſunt 


conctſis Jauper poſſe rewocari, * 
'ZAs concerhing the Kings Oath , 1 ſhall only propoſe the , 
words 'of the ſame'Crotiee," Ut waleat Furamentum. ep ortet ut ob- 
Hgatio'fit licita, Qnare nullas wires habebit jurata promiſsio de re 
* #Hicita aut naturaliter, aut Divina interdiFone, aut etiamhumena, 
If ehis be'nor ſufficient, *he adds farther, /mo et:amſi' res quac 
promutritur nou fit WHiitita\,” ſed majus bowwm morale impediens , 
ſic quoquenon Valebit Furamentim, © F 
As for the Impuration of Sacriledge, we have thus much to 
day. 1, Thar the word has a very large fignification, and jt Js 
'tard tobe punQually decided what is Sacryledge, and what not, 
Bur 2, Of chis we are certain, that extreme neceſlity cannot be 
. |-pr#ſcribed to by it; For we find David made uſe of the Shew- 
Bread in this caſe : And it is farther 'to be noted, that I have 
* not direRed that they ſhould be appropriate to any private uſe, 
bur'to be preſerved as a ſupport of the Commonwealth in all 
ees where there maybe neceſſity, and ſo'to-become the 
Ppublick Badowmeny For it is not to be applyed to the uſe'of 
any particular Man, or Men, fo as to be appropriated to __ 5 
T6: q 
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. In being like Fudas's.Mony,, the price/of a Sayiourgwithiwhighy 
» the Fens bought the Potcers Fieldjto.bury ſtrangers/{n, when ic 


w3s.returned. by: Fdas : So theſe Lands alſo oughtio be cons 
yerted to the benefic and relief of the Poor, the Stzanger,- and 
Neceflirous, which may very;well. conſiſt with the. method 1 
have, before- mentioned, s. 11) 21-21 aber 8 noel 7 
Burt, farther, we may do' well to.conficer how they have bes] 
haved themſelves: in the: Fruition of. thele ample Priviledges 
they have been inveſted with : 1 ſhall nggnow troubleche Rea 
der with a particular, recitation of thoſe;diſturbances;and-mo= 
leſtations, wherewith our Kings and /Nobles.,/ as welkas. Ge 


- mons have. ſuffered under Popilh Biſhops ; Nor yet:mhe;Rrae 


ices of oor late Biſhops of the Reformartions. how'they+ ops: 
preſſed the Subjects, and overthrew-all Laws and Gay {ſtir ions 
of. the Kingdom, . to ſer. up their,own Power, .analapne;to 
luſt of tyrannous; and ablolute-Dominion;: abulingy e:Gaod-: 
neſs of our: Kings - to {this purpoſe, which:things! ba > breſy. | 
ſhewed already by. others; It ſhall. be, (@fficigngro of _ "_ 


whe@dy the Reformation the Scriptues were: opened; 
few whole minds. were «dis,e0gaged from. che Superſtition iob 


into every mans hands fox their DireRion, there wer, 


Popery, byt/manieſted an jgcligazion to embracethegcr 
ia the true 2nd. native/;plainnels of it, and 10 yield 
tothe fincere praRical Daties therein contained AndAat thats 


time it ſeemed to have an _Influence.upon the Toby 
25 others, who minding the calling,the People off; Y 


or Confirming them in;the Reformed Religion, -0r-huildings 
them upin Faith and. good) Worksz were not mugh. ous! 
of Dominion! and Jurisdi&ion ,. but depended, upon:the:Kings: © 
Grace, not, only tor:any. Authority. ro: be-exerciſed; by them? 

bur alſo for their very J,ands.and Revenues; Andheahar bad! 
ſa boldly ſpoiled Abbiex.and Manaſteries; hriaging,domptous : 
and Racely.Fabricks tothe, duſt; / and Confifeariog teinReves: 


nues,; could alſo upon the; leaſt occaſion on gn ; 
oppole his Proje&s, have cauſed chem 40 taſtevi the, ſame; a 
Le og 3 witff _ 


#18 
_ with-rheir Brechrenz Theſe v7 things were concurring the 
Truthof Chriſt, and Fear cf the Prince to whom they were 
+ ſubje&, muſt needs make tolerable Biſhops, chough it is pro- 
bable they were good men notwithſtanding. Byt as it was in 
the Biſhops of Rowe , who. of tollerable. B-ſhops- ar the brſt, 
when their Fortunes were (mall, and the Secular Authority too 
Porent to be refiſted, became farolerable Ulurpers of uncon« 
NS ticn once they had ſettled their Foot, and 
Their Dming $3 Solikewiſe the old Serpent had the | 
e to play $4 us z For aſter a little time having ſer- 
en by Law, they began to look about, and think 
of amplifying their. Power, ma. ng all men ſubmit thereto, 
preſs all oppoſition, and root it out; And now they | 
vger of the Kings Grace, but Fure Divj#e, fill aug- 
mencin 7 and riveting themſclves by degrecs in Secular Autho- 
rity, an{ exceeding therewth from the Ligh and Purity of Scri- 
-pture, -20 2 karred thereof, and the Prezetring of jr, ang all ſuch . 
25,0wneq it in Publict, \dedaring ang rexching(ir, or in p in} 
Till rk 6 Remcogees or Petitions to the | 
They hind ereced'a Court of Ponder yay 


Yr everagine ee amongR us, and procee-. 
ng _ that ic 


"a hw v3 them; every: frealing with ſuch a Power. 
CS rele appear to beunlimited : They having been 
chus ſeduced by Riches and _— , to abandon the. Truth 
angPoricy of Chrifian Religion, Yet other Perſons wanting 
'thar Temptation , hag no reaſon to ſubmit ro 2 domineering 
Luſ,: { ehe Teſtimony of Truths and Religion, nor lend 
Ho ny My, jak uſarp ed avehoricy So 
that aniOmoſities muſk peeds be ki a Biſhops gtew- 
more it Authority and Domigion, and ancher departed from 
| this Truth, the Malice and Rage of the one increafed , d- 
257 ,7 


. th. 
ks. i as —__— he 


-wis 00 redreſs but by riking-up Arms dhfeſt Tn- 
- vaders of ther Liberty , whole originat Greatneſs beigg efta-. 


- defend or abett them, mutt leſs ro efteem what wi#dht'#+ 


- je& was.imbreed M the Bleod)ofþ 
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added ſtybborneſs and refolution'to the other 5 Theſe Coles - 
of diſſeation were kitidling and fornentings 1668 while, tithe 
Biſhops at laſt ſo far abuſed the good natuteof K: Charts 1, ſo 


- far ro the oppreſſion! 6f the Trath, and the"niantaineiFof it, 


and ic was but the Name of 4 Putitan that muſt make a Man 
lyable toſall che Inconve niences of 4 tyranical Court, to be ſuſ- 
{pended from h's Office, 4nd the Benefits of ity © have his 
Study and Houſe ranſack'd , forced 'to Keuſe himſdF by ant 
Oath Ex 0ffic:9; and befifes waiting upon Vexatious tnd Di- 
latory Snirs; without liberepot Pl ' or ariſvi 1&4 ih 
ching chit was obj: Red againſt him- : He moſt thus ſpend his 
Time and his Eftate 10! the Ruine of Himſelf nd his Paniily.” 
Theſe and other things betame To general te 


Cy wrraetd.. | 
- 4. hs rt q Ry 
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blicht by Deceir and Fafſhood ;*rheir Authority a Uſar Mit on, 
their Government, it had been Legal, yet'ſo Wiftaſo- 
nably abafcd, ro the diftarbance of the Peace and Lis fry of 4 
the SabjeQz Ic werenor inthe Kings power, / they de 
coy'd him to their Partyz norwas it juſt and right in Hhim"t&/ 


gainſt chem, ro be done*#gainlt Himſelf, HisRoyal 
Sacred” Authority z He is/to be'the Minifter! of: fu 
this ir1ult be adfientd ro, though'with the*Þoſs of ow 
moſt demr to him ; Tis He aQs 1gainft his owy Life'&Cr6 
He bettays his Scepterand Authority, ard is guilty 
againſt himſelf; when he takepart'with'the | wits” 
crzel and bloo&-ehirſty mee,! to'diflurb*rhe" of! Bis th 
2nd Loyal Subje@s; to hell them-of their Livess 
and leave the'Children of 'Inwecedr Mei to the” WP. 
Sorrow and! Diftreſs :. Thes wee wear length engafe@ If HE 
Civii War, aid by « foul z#dteproxctitul/ Diſaſter comt? .., 
the defires id wiſhe-of 4 The Had fr _ 
WR 4 3 
theſe*Men- Jugocent'in-all-cþis?: Phivty aviy tbe myo 


aq — 
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who (hall a[l manger. of UE. a! kis;evemie,' and leave 
noFpre of: maliceupzttempred.to haſten the deſtzuction of him, 
vha hath no gther, quarrel to his-Pe;ſecuror, bur the defire of 
th amendment5+if be thall drive him co the urmoſt ang laſt ex. 
tremicy, {o.that he-knows:not which-way to turn, and finds 
. no; poſhble means of Recovery and fafery , but by diſarmigg: 
bis Perſecytor, and.caprivating that Power that was {o unjuſt-- 

.drawn' out againſthim 3: This, Perſon-rhus difarmed, may 
| te complain heiis abuſed and ſet upon; his Life and Fortune 
. affanlted upon-no ground or reaſon, he is Innocent, and only 

guilty-(if rhac be guilt) of ,cndeavouring to bring..his Enemy 
£0ja;righc,mind z' that iis,” tobe his Voſſal, ,tharhe;may. (er his 
(ograponat neck. of! hisZn«my x and! make ;him;knoiy, - that” 
/\ HE&nalfo; isa God that palech in che Earth: The: ſame imbir- 
- tered Spiric ſeems tocontinue Rill with -us, and has not-been 
” without irs Efxays of diſturbiog-that Peace and repoſe which we 
at pfeſent enjoy ; Bu thei wings arecur, and thernails. pair'd, 
' Men dogenerally doſee/inrs the: cheat ,, and every day brings 
{reſh.diſcoveries-thereot; -and_it were ſtrange that now' mens: 
minds are ſo buſily. imploy'd in the ſearch of Knowledge and 
Improvemeat of Scienſe. to that degree, as to have arrived at 
ſuch.attainmwents/in one Century, as wedo.not-find thatformer 
_ ages wereatany.time Maſters pf, | It: were (irange-I ſayin ſuch 
eras of- knowledge, it we-thould' be fiillþlind in matters | 
that concern Religion ; Thar: we ſhould not apprehend thar 
all that, Pomp and ſtateline(s/ is,yaniſhed,,, for the ſuppore 
and mantaining whereof, the Clergy were,Javeſted with;ſuch-. 
great Poſſefions,; andample Priviledges, {; Libave. rwoghings 
more-eſpecially,, which with ſome txaſon1 may impate the'oc- 
cafion of, them to the preſent, Chureh-Goyerament;;; 1, The. 
- preſene Atheiſm; and Debauchery.chatithe:Age and] Nation 1a- 
ur with, which-rtrough is, may-haye igs-riſe-fram; ſome other } 
Cauſe, yet it receives leaſtſigngh,&:Confirmacion, patly 
from the.empry Farmalitypof cheClergy, Wie haye/apparent; - 


— 


% 


ly noother Deſigns but their. own: gaius, partly fromtheppen; ; 
ob > contradition 


| FI 


. cortradiion they: ſee: berweentheir Life and/ Mannefs, and © 
ther. Dotrinez who at>all rhe week afrer'refuting and pul, 
down'thar:in their Praftice, ' which &few empty-wotds of '{pe- 
- culation, likethe Calf rhati4arou made to guide- the People; 
and toas much purpoſe): (cr/forth on the firſtday of it's T 
ſee that whi!ſt-theſe Med/Preach againſtworldlineſs;,” 
themſelves:are: the/ moſt .defirous, greedy/and atybir{dug? 
all the: world can afford; -Whi'ſtchey preach agyinſt Diuaket® , 


neſs and Debauchery, yet T hem(elves are never ſatisfyed with 
'thoſe advantages of Riches & enlarged Revenues, which ſetve - 
but to keep theſe Vices mn:heart-and lifer: Th ayaed with h 
ſome ſhewof Reaſon y 'Pertips 'we'! ſhouldinot hear 68 wor! 
frcem them-of theſe things; -d1d rhey. not find the Trade'$ 
ful, and the means to be great im this world, was'to pt 
deny-itz They will go on, ſure theſe Men'do'burte 
ics and Fancies, and mate-in'a wilderneſs of Tarclemdempe 
"ſounding words; For if chere-were any reality'in-the thing'the 
propoſe, it would ſure have ſome effe& upon themſelves; *t 
ind of Conchght- . 
Government, - 


modcrate their Projets and Defires; Suchk 

ons as theſe they may draw from'a/ Religions-Govern 
ſtaniped for true ang' Ovchodex' by Piblick Authoriegh, 
thus betraying; it ſelf rw irs Owis Conmdemnation-: As 4 


ofiginal from betce,- nexr'ro the Craft"an@Sutir; 
grand Enemy 3: For Engliſto men'{(roſpeak wi 
are generally lovers 6P Truth and Integrity, ind fonwhaoltt * 
and rigid .in thoſe!Principles they adhere toy | eſpecially ifaley”. 
imagine them agreeable'ta'Trich-and:Honeftyy WAgVt 
fore they. had emibraced:the Goſpel/ind #heRefortiacions 4 
conceiving withal,:itrmanifetted ah wemnges _ 
' ci Government; Takeep tothe bne, xhe : a3e ct + 
th'other, which Au 1H root whdd bis Goherniiubugha 
ro ", 


ing the difference, make. the-gep-wider,” Now what muſt._>ey 
do in this Caſe, the Governaeat had thrown chem off, and 
purſued them as Enemies co itz They were too rigid ce quit 
thoſe Principles they bad taken up with ſuch appearance of 
Tieth 3 And the Government would not yield to ſuch whom 
they thought mult receive and not give Laws, according to the 
pride of Ufurpation y- $0 that'they were forced to wander as 
Sheep without a Shepherd, or rather whoſe Shepherd was vn- 
faithful z Some took one way, ſome another, as their Fancy 
led ehew, to Munſter, or Gezeve, or worle, till at laſt all things 
« awe into Confalſion, Thus hath Eccleſiaſtical Authority gi- 
1 isth- to difscentions , and Fuel to continual Animolinies, 
| niſtred reagth and growth co Atheiſm & Ierreligion , By 
it dem have been ſtaved off from Unity, and peaceable enjoy- 
+ ment of their Lives; Thereby they have been plunged in the 
' depth of eryzourand diſtraRionz have been drivea to ſheaththeir 
Swords in the Bowels of their Brethren 3 And that no wick. 
"_ might be left — the we effets of - this 
bees yet depending upon, 2 equent co the for- 
« mer, che ſpilling the Blood of the Sacred perſon of their King ; 
Theſe evils hang together as a' Chain of many Links, who 
'"Aarſt Lipk is the denying, not hearkning to, rejeRtiog and diſ- 
obeying the word of God, and the light of the Goſp:l , Brin 
in this, end the reſt follow as part of the Chainz Buc efablith 
» the Truth of Chciſtian Religion, and you have therewith ſe- 
- cucity; and peace, and a ſtrong detence againſt all theſe Evils, 
"New our Enquiry ſhall 'be concerning Religion , How it may 
be'ſercled with Truth as to it ſelf, with Comfort to all people, 
with ſecurity to the Nation, We. ſhall therefore endea- 
" voyr:10 given britf-account of Religion, according to the Ta- 
lent we have received, It muſt be knows, Firſt then , that 
 it:ig'of another Nature than thoſe oueward things we converſe 
« with 5':Thax:is, It is noc of the VVorld, nor according co the 
faſbion of the World ; . Neither doch it agree or aſgociate with 


- any 


'Vex and Rext their Fellow-fernants., and ſo. inftead of leflen- 


& 


- to, even to all Forms of Worſhip of what king ſorver 3-All 
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any thing that is external, but.it is oppoſite and.contrary thete- 


Ceremonies & Conftitutions of Men be they of whar kind they, 
will, But much more to the enjoyments of the preſent Lite; | 
Riches, and. Honours, and the lize, To all deligns of petring | 
a Name, Dominion, Power, Eſtates, $:c, This manifeſtly ap- 
pears throaghoyt the. Scripture , eſpecially the New. Leſta- 
ment, Hence this pure Dodrine is ca!led a New Cremion, * 

{ Regeneration, New Birth, &c, To ſhew that there is ſorathing 

| old that muſt be thaken off, even the things of this. world, 

{which this is to [ucceeds, For we cannot be faid to be born a- 
e3in,' or Created again, unleſs rhar firſt Creation be made qull- 
and void, and brought to nothing, and th's ſu>ſtiratec 
room thereof : A man cannot Re-build his Houſe that has >. 
fi-ſt pulled dowa the-old one. Hence our Lord makes irthe - © 
fi:ſt ſtep ro come to him, to deny our ſelves, and take up our _ 

» Croſs, T hat is, tocaſt away all concernfor the things of chis 1 
Life, any delire after them or fatis/aQion in them.,, and to be | 
eſteemednothing, ot-no account z, yea Fools ani far. his 
ſake : Hence alſo -we may oblerve._| a perſe&- oppolition in  - © 
Scripture, between the Kingdom of Chriſt and of this Woyld z - 


thoſe things are called Spiritual, Heavenly,not Fading: V 
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it ſuffice to- obſcrye- : Thesrom cannot imagine the Sc: 


AIR [24] | 
tore to be more expreſs then iris, ſuppoſing it had been in the 
Mind of the Law-giver to make os fully ſenſible of the Con- 
* trariety. and Inconfiſteney of outward enjoyments , with the 
* Purity of a Chriftian life ; and had he not deſigned to Cantion 
vs diligently in this reſpe&, it were impoſſible there ſhould 
be found ſuch exprefſions in his Will revealed : Bur here ir 
muſt be noted, that the oppoſition is not of that nature, as that [ 
; he that bach the Bleſſings of Wealth or Honour mult preſently | 
throw them away , but he M»ſ# chrow them our-of his mind, | 
th.t his heart and affections be nor ſet upon them , which may 
be obtained by earneſt Prayer, and doing ſome good to others 
-with the Enjoyments we poſſeſs : We mult note farther, thar 4: 
if there be a Divine Command for forſaking of them ,' as in | 
Abrahams and the Apoſtles, or what is Equivalent thereto, as 
ſuffering the Will of God in times of Perſecutionz they muſt 
be aQtually forſaken and thrown away : Farther, we-muſt note 
as to our preſent defigne , that this oppoſition ſo far prevails, 
as that it wilt be hardly or not at all poſſible for us.to partake of 
this Heavenly Life, and be true Diſciples of Chriſt, it we-make 
It our deſigne and bufineſs toſeek afrer and fill our felves with 
, earthly enjoyments z if we uſe them to the oppreſſhon bf others, 
- to'2n unjuſt Dominion over our Brerthten, it they are made 
the chiefe thing inovr aitne, fought with Care, Deceic, Flat- 
=. Ny, Lying, Freeing, &c, 16 we proſtitute all our -ARtions, - 
© nd Conſcience it ſelf for an empty Tittle, *and-tranfienc 
Revenne : AndGenerally (in the words of Selomen-he that 
mikerh haſte t6 be Rich” cannot be innocenr, - So that then 
| *his Contrariety between-Fleſh and'Sptrit 5 between Religion 
+. 0d the World, is fich, zs'they exclude” each other: The 
{ Wan whoſemmindizgiken yp, with Religion', 'valties not the. 


Wotld, nor any thing therein 3 he wants chem not, he deffres it þ 
them'hor; heſeeks rhem not : The man whoſe mind is taken | 
up with the Affairs of the World, von mot therhinps 6f 


Chriſt, they att fooliſhneſs unto/him, © "Which thingalſo my 
be evinced by narural Light geReafon : ' For we" ſ6e men hiv 
WH | 4 are 4 
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are givento Vices , ran on without Deliberation, orregard of 
any other thing , to that immenſe degree, after ſatisfaRion. 
in their Vices; as not only to conſume” their Patrimony, 
though a Princely Revenue, but the Health of their Botlyes; 
and.even theWorld it (elf, to be ſarisfied intheir deſires's- thus 
the defires of Drunkenneſs and Luſt , being infiairs.and never 
to be fatisfied, bur rather irritated by the fulneſs of 'Edjoy- 
ment ; the zdefires tending vehemently! to the fruition , 
the fruition giving birth to new defires: That if men were 
permitted to a& in their full carier , and proſecute theſe Vices 
without'reſtraint of Divine and Humane Laws, how ſoog would 
itrun tke World ia Confuflon and Ruine ,, andyer not's ſtop 
put to thefe deſires, for they arelafinite; Thus the: Covetou: 
man defires to gaia more and more ftonyorhers and iadeſer es)  * 
bitnſelfall chings , cill at lengely all chings elſe (ifhis"delresbe © 
fulfilled') muſt periſh-for want of ſubfiſtance'r So the 'Ambies' 
ous man'will have' all things ſubjeRed toi Hingſelf,” and* 
whole wot!d be his Vaſſallagez. yer his defires:cavry* 
to graſp itore Power and Dominion, as is reporte fort 
ander; Thus we fee Vice in ity true nature”, tends to the de. 2 
ſtruRion of all things, and conſiſtsinan inordinarenels of the” 
mind, whereby its defires are infinite, and no#to be \fatisfied : _ 
+ The mind having forſaken God, /and (er up it ſelf in jtPplace,” 
will thos havwt] things ſubſervient to-ir , and iscartied forth 
infinicely to obrainthis end: Andthis inordiaate alt ACE 
limited deſiring and Euſting aſter that which ir tales to, is.» 3 
that Corruption:which was brought in by 4daw's Tranſgref-* © 
fion , whicti we'call'© iginal Sin + which is noother then this* 
* inordinate mindfor{aking God! and luſting infidiitely Witer ies” 1 
own fancies and devices. © Nbw'to help loſt man;'ind treehimn” 2 
from' this Slavery of an inordinate "mind , was the biſtne(s of © 
the ſecond Adam; who'tame! down fron Heaven took our = 
Nature opon Him/m'the'forar of a Servant}, fuffering upon: 2 
che Croſs rhar he hight deſtroy the works*of the D&il card? > 
eſtabliſh an vrdinare regular mini choſe that beliey a s 
2 at :- 2 


us He EL 
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That is the: Divine Natute /whereof he was partaker , by bis 
taking our Nature, is communicated to all Mea that believe , 
which-reicues them-from this {livery of their inordinate mind, 
- and by virtue of which they ſubdue all thoſe defires which were 
- introduced: by Adams tranſgreſgion z where we muſt rake no- 
tice that we ſaid Chriſt in the Divine Nature was united with 
our Nature; ard that by virtue of this Union it 1s communica- 
ted to al}}Menthat believe, in oppoſition to Adam, whoſe tran(- 
greſ$ion redounded to all by not believing, or diſobedience ; in 
which it muſt be farther noted, That it being 2 Divine Nature 
- - United to Chriſtians by Faith, 1. It is no other than the third 
Peiſon in the Trinity the holy Ghoſt, which proceedeth from 
the Father and the-Son » becauſe he operates this work in us, 
. Obſerve 24!y,. That we cannot do-any good work of our ſelves, 
»for our Regeneration and-new Life, is this Union of the Divine 
Nature, the holy Spirit in-our hearts, our good ations coming 
from the/Principle of Life, muſt alſo be frem. him who is that 
life, Now we-may fee clearly what our Sav:our ſays, they 
that wor(bip tbe Father, ſhal worſhip him in Spirit and in Truch, 
even in the. Spirit which is communicated to all Fleſh by. the 
. * Union of the Divine and kumane Nature, | 
To ſpeak all ina word ; Adams tran{greſsion luſting aſter the 
forbidcen Fruit, opened the core to a luſting and inordinate 
miad in all his Poſterity, . tending to ſubvert all chings z_ This 
was taken away by the word becoming Fleſh, uniting the Di- 
vin2-and humane Nature, and thereby communicated to all 


- © might become the Sons of God, Jn the ſtrength of this Divine 
Nature to them that ask it, they are able to. (pbdue thoſe in- 
ordinate” inſatiable defires of the mind, which are propagated 
- from Adams to all Poſterity, Now we ſee what Religion iss 
' » even an imploring the Gracious Spirit to ſubdue theſe Corrup- 
| "tions we, were addicted to, and a living in the exetciſe of this 
* ftrengthand power againſt all aſſaults of our ſpiitual Enemies, 
= jon then /is an internal exerciſe-to keep the ſon! pure, 29d 

ee 


- . men that believe, that the Sons'of 4dam in the power thereot 
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free from.inordmate defires, clean and immaculate from all pol-, -.- 


Wo 


lution z and ſo is the Mother of all moral dutiesz It is an Ins. 
ternal life whereby ir ddes:deny an external life, and abandoas- 
nat only the enjoyments of the external life, - bat even'the de- 
ſires of them, which 'it only and principally aims at. Now 


. «let us conſider what is Antichriſtian or Agtichriſt ; The Name 


ſhews that it is cppoſice to Chriſt, and ſomthing ſet up inſtead- 
of him, or againſt him z And ſore if. he will anſwer his name, 
he muſt overthrow that whioh Chriſt hath done and appointed, 
and (et up ſomthing elſe in the room thereof, whatever he has 
a mind to,--or his pleaſure is to {et up that is contrary thereto,” 
which he has no other way. to;2ccompliſh., but by 'bjinging-}. 
this Internal exerciſe of the, Mind to ſome: External exercil 
and perf vrmance ; For thereby the Mind will forget theater 
nal work, being 2muſed and taken up with External duties 
Now that he may-briag. may bring Religion to an external per= 
 formin:e, he needs no. more then with ſome ſhew of zeal to; -- 
: ex:02i a'e certain Forms and Ceremonies, ta ſet afideſuchPer- / 
ſons, (uch Places, ſuch Times for Rel:gious Duties ; and when. * 
he has done this, he may excogitate other things at pleaſure, 
anJ go on till he be able to trample ypon the nects of Kings, 
and pretend to diſpoſe of the whole ta: th as his command. 
For from wha: we hove ſaid, Rel:gion being an Inte-pat Bx 
ciſe, .aud-lyinz in every mans. breaſt to Repent and. Bellepe;' 
- wil follow, there is no.neceſsity to (et aſide Men to: K 
* ſake, though perhaps it may be done, Put it Men Ty 
ie neceffary, then theſe things will follow, that there mult be; 
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P.aces for them wherein to officiate neceſſar ly, and. there-$1a$. > 


much necc{iity that ax theſe men encreaſe in number, that, theſe: 
. Places alſo encreaſez But theſe men being idle, muſthave ſome- | 


* outward Imployment,. where we have a tougdation-for Mifſals, - - 


Roſaries, Prayings to Saints, Purgatory, '&c, Likewiſe they 
muſt have a mantainance, and will look out ro be Great and. 
Glorious as other men; and ivill perhaps as the nature'of Men. 


is, uſe deceitful arts for this purpoſe; There is noW 2 m—_ Ayr 
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> this 'pmpoſe;- There is now a neceffity that their Places © 
2 ON be adorned alſo with Rich' and Magnificent Build- 
” ing, Kith Goldand Silver, PiQures and Images; Their Wor- 
ſhip muſt be ſuitable ro their State and Pomp in other things, 
"Thus ſhall we have in that alſo a great deal of Rateligeſs & Ce- 
remonious larricacies'to amuſe mens minds ; And laſtly , the 
Doarine:muſt not be'difſonanc- from all this; bur ſutted to up- | 
held the Fabfick 3 *Likewiſe it will be highly —— 
4 pie he appoint ſome days toappear more * This will bring + 


. on luch aCoun- 
gloriouſly than others; All-men cannor attend 1 26 chas Gf To 
every day anexternal Worſhip z Therefore let (0 fr 


ſome days be ſer apart, wherein it may be cloa- 1... by a 4 
then in its beſt Robes, Now in the truth of 1.2. 
Religion, no Chr.Rtian is free from the duty of 
keeping his mind pure, inany day, or time of the day, nor in | 
-any Place z mach leſs ought we to think it is more tyed to one | 
perſon than another ; Or that by ſtudying in the Uaiverfitiy, 
-where fooliſh Philoſophy does add ts the corruption of mens 
»- minds : Men ſhould be freer from this Pollution, or fitter to 
free others there-from z and-what will follow, but that they + - 
.endeayour to eonfirm their own Authority and Conſtitutions | 
by all means pofſible, and avenge the violation of a Crime a: | 
-Bainſt this external ſhew of Worſhip,. with the greateſt pun- | | 


.niſhments and rigour z But lerevery one contemn the Internal 
Worſhip as he will, and be be guiltlefs : So that all External 

* «Worſhip is in ſome degree or other Antichtiſtian But the 
leaſt evil is to be choſen in the Conſtitution of the Church , 
-and all things ſo-appointed, that there may be leaſt occaſion for 
che'growth of this miſchief, and all things (as nearly as may 
be) ſo ordered, as Religion may- appear in irs native beauty, 

| . deveſed of the outward Man in its roo much redundancy ; and 
þ na ſomwhat preſſed ang urg'd moretully to ſeck the Righ- 
| ” of Criſt; thee ward .power which workerh all in 
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Theſe 


. not only with Decency and order, but with the-grexelt(weet- © | 


- pentance (privately manifeſted ro any of rhe Company) be re- 2 


o 
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- denying the World an1 its corrupt Inclinations, have believed | 
| inChriſt, aad are Regenerate by his Spirit, keeping theit minds _ _ 


| off from the Company : :Here is ao External Viol:ace to be 


« 
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Theſe-things being thus laid down * we ſhall find what a” - 
Chriſtian Church is, even the Aſſembly of ſuch Perſons, who. © _ 


regular and pure from the inclinations to vanity :* Their Union 
is Internal chrough the. Spirit of God , They are of one miad, 
and in perſeR Love, being all cemented Ne qu by that one 
Spirit, builr upon the Corner Stone, which is Chaſt;- Their 
Government alſo muſt be according to that Spirit, being no 
thing but Unity, Love, Peace, Mutual A fſiſtance, and delight- 
ing to benefit each other, in meekne(s ſubmitting to wt 0s 
every Man is Servaat to his Brother for his good ; and hi 

is greateſt, is he that is mM ſerviceable; All chingsare done 


thac 


neſs, c:ndonr, and incegrity that may be, Now pres + 
mane infirmity, there will be Lapſcs; Charity will oblige thag- 
the offence be covered, and the Perſon offendingupon-his Re-- _ - 


ſtoredz Bur if after private and particular admonitions he con- 
tinue pervicacious and impenitent, he is-to be ſec:uded, and cat + +: » 


uſed, no afliſtance from the ſecular arm, no imployment for 4 
the Maſtiftratcs Sword , but>a plain and fimple ſhutting him... © 
out of the Society, that wilknoc'be guided by the Laws of it, _ - ? 
and thereby it become$ihis>owni aRt- and not theirs--+ Burt our. 
Saviour bath given a greater Power with the Keys, nal byte] FE 


nal concerning Wills and T« ſtamem's, &c, but Internal by 
operation of his Spirir; whereby 'any Two of his Dilcip! © 
greeing togerhier concerning any matter-,. whatever they aſta+ © 
61iſh.on Earth, ſhalt be confi-med in Heaven, bejit what itwills -- - > 
So that if they ask in Faith ; of which we have 5 EI Ir a 
ſtances as yer, -we may hereafter :: The Word is Turey and this - 
Promiſe firm, bur requires Faith in chem tharark its: [Thus it - 
moſt needs be, that all its Jurisdiction:and Power he, 
ternal, ſince the: yery defigw of- Clriftian Relgron; 1.1540 m= 
| ourwa 


© bye 
outward tbings z But we have- been long trained up in a con- 
-trary Dorine, the Miniſters ſtill placing themſelves in the 
room of Chriſt, will be heads when they ought to bebut Mem: 
« bers, and rule ſuch whom they ought to ſerve, ſeeking rather 
. the Subſtance and Goods of the Flock, than the good of their 
Souls. This Society then being mer together, their Exerciſe 
2nd Worſhip will be as agreeable as may be to their Religion z 
that is, Taternal,:I mean therewill be not be need of any great 
» pains or ſtudy to prepare for to entertain the Company with'a 
*ſtadied Diſcourſe of an hour long, but rather all being parta- 
*kers of, and Regenerated into the Divine Nature, as was ſaid, 
Ac will be neceſſary ro att ſvitable thereto. in all plainnefs and 
ſimplicity; And further,” this being that Lite from whence all 
a Chiiſtians zRions ow, let every one \ubmit to the direction 
and guidance thereof; and ſo whoever hath a word of Exhor- 
*Fation, ler the r:ſt hear it,” as coming from the ſame Spirit 
-which is given toall': Let him that hath a mind to ſpeak, ſpea« 
freely, but humbly alſo; and willing ro: forbear it it ſhall be 
(ignifyed-to him 4 This Pasl calls Prophecying; 1 Cr, 14. 31, 
 * © For they may all Prophecy one by one, that all may learn, and 
* _ all maybe comforted, and the Spirits of theProphets are ſubje& 
to. the Prophets, As for the Miniſter or Biſhop,, if this praRtice 
*be mantained, it may ſoog be decided who he 1s, or ought to 
*be,even he, whole Guifts, whoſe Zeal, whoſe Piety and: wiſdom 
ſhall-be noted as chief amongſt the reft, and Honovred among | 
+ them w ith general conſent as deſerving the firſt Rank : Now 
if there be diſſent in this regard, the bett way to avoid- ſtrife, | 
is todecide it by Let. According to what we have ſaid , his 
buſineſs will not be much, in regard of ſtudy, but in pains and 
labour, in cauſing them often to meet together, ro exhort them 
.__ .earveſſtly and diligently, to heal thoſe that are fallen, viſit the 
- fick, comfort the weak, take care for the poor, inſtruct the 
| Tenorant, with many fuch duties which accompany this weighty 
e. Heearneſtly endeavours to build up the Inward man, - 
« ad is fo far from admitting Cer emonies in Religion, Lo - | 
: th' « | 
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6. witherh how for excuded? the civil praQtiſe of me 
© © There ateburtwo —_— woptv = "neceſſary ap- 
tiſm or waſhing with Water; to ſhew. ut ny eee by I” wo 
Holy Ghoſt from Adams. ſia ,. rendered: pure from-all Polla- + ©; 
tion , and is the admiſsion/into this 3x4 Society :. The other 
is the Supper, ſignifying ro-us, "and alſo con to us by 
Brexd and Wine, the fruit of our Lords being b for us, 
an] farther confirming and ſtrengthoing of us in his Power to 
refiſt all Corruption z borh whichhe will adminiſter co ub 
as-underſtand what they do, and are fincere inthe doing,there- 
of : All that we have ſaid may eafiy appear to be the Conſti-- 
tytiow of the Primitive Church:* 'They were ſo united-ir the; 
Spirit of Love and Peace as:to have all things common os | , Y 
be a wonder to the Heathens 5 who would pA of them, - 
how Four Chriſtians Love oe er Likewiſet 
maa had liberty to ſpeak in the Cong y00;M ap 
St, Paul (airh of Probheſyingzalſo the Bea cs. 
- from place to place, took care toappoint lucy Paſtors'o 
- in Church they were about co- leave title)ro, a5 baing+Pi 
Elderly andZealous;wight thereby have the beſt ty kecare ofthe 
reſt, and to ſerve: them in that Office : - By large Re- 
venues came to be annexed..to theſe Places; he was the fictett - 
-man arpong many prerender$: whom the Secular Authority did * > 
-commend whether 2 Shepherd ora Wolfe, 'twas __—— 5 0 
Bur chus much to ſhewwhar is truth in Religion, - and: | 
p:aRiſe thereof, which we aregone ſo far ft: om as tob 
_ -of thenotion, but much more of the Actions #gree 
- But it 51 good:to-know it, though we do not forthe: mY em” 
brace it 3 yet eo lopk whence weare fa)len, may beſome means” 
of amendment; and to conſider well. thereof-is rhe fieft th x5: 
ro it, 'Atleaſt from hence it will appear very Juſt and'Realobe* 27 
able , to remove. thoſe unneceſſary Additions, to cur off P | 
ſuperfious Branches , thoſe redundaat Revenues of 
« which tend to deſtroy Religion : It will alſo: appear » 
.propoling a Hundred Pounds _ year to the Clergy 
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' whedanger'is fill more ig thel $ of the Revenue , then 
- {nithe (hortne(s of it, | Burit:will be ſaid Miniſters will not be 
farisfied therewith. Neither will unfeaſonable: men be ſatisfied 
with any thing. Biſhops: were never yet ſatisfied with the 
Power and Revenues they had unjuſtly abtained , but were 
continuully Proling for more :+ Their Grand Captain the Pope, 
will woc eafily fry it isenongh:: Should his Greatneſs be more 
widely:extravagant then it is? Inthe meantime let: the. Magi- 
rate cake care to give (ſuch limits to their defires, as may come 
neareſtre the bounds of Truth ; and ſince they cannot govern 
themſelves in' the Fortunes they enjoy , he ſhall do well co 
plice#em in fuch-Fortunes, as they fhall have leaſt opportuni- 

ry torbule 1; fuch as may bave a tendency to canſe them to re» 
f:4 and confider who they are, and what they are fer about, 
»Thus not only the necefhy of the Civil State require that the 

_ - » Lands of the Clergy be alienated, bur likewiſe 'the Truch of 
0 og does more preflingly urge it : The. beſt means to (e- 
cure and eſtabliſh which, it any outward means will do it, is to 
allow the Officers and *Miniſters thereot ſuch advanges from 
the World, as that they provenoc Temptations to draw them 
afide toa diſregard of theirOffice;, to Pride, Malice , Cover- 
ouſneſs, &'c. And on the other hand may: keep them from 


being buidenſome to 'themlelves by the ftraicneſs of *their 


Fortane,” or to their Ne:ghbours for Relief :-1 have known a 
Miniſter , his Wife and Children Maintained out of Thirty 
Pound a year, with thatContentment tothemſelves, and with 
 ſuck'eſteem amongſt their Neighbours: That though other 
Clergy men exceed him'in Wealth , yer he much exceeds 
them in the abundance'df his Enjoyments ; if they are before 
him in Honour and large Poſſefſions, he is much before them 
in-Happineſs and Content, which is the fulneſs that all things 
.* tgendto-adminiſter, For theſe men whilſt they teach others, are 
themfglyes-yer ro learn- what it is to live Well and : Happily . 
{tr isnot co bave much or:Great things, yhich wich their in- 
Wl | M creale, 


themark, thatT am ſhort of ic, and 
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creaſe, increaſe the defires of [36 and (6 thete"is no reſt; . 
and coaſequeatly-no ſatisfaRion : Burt is-to haves minduf-: ,-—» 
ficient ro it ſelf, and well governed, making” ule-of the pre- EI 
fem enjoyments, without auxiety for-the fature, and:curring '2 
off theſereſtle(s defires in the'bud , which if proſecuted ferve 
only for a fnare and torment, "as Heathens have obierved: - For 
a concluſion we hall propdſe theſe particulars,” ' * 5 

1, From what has been (aid, it appears thar Chriſtian Religion _ 
. .is beſt upheld by {mall Revenues in the Miniſters of it 3 be- 
cnt 1 deſigne is to ſhake off all che outward things-of-this 

/Y OT d. | | « SI; OS. y_ 
2: Thing / that no Pomp or Ceremony ,- 80 Alrar,-no - 2 
Surplice, &6:- are required in the Chriſtian Reigic 1: The N 
reaſon is, Religion being an liiternal work, *4nan Thanggorrne: 
mind from outward things , and inconfiſtant 'rherewiene” 2'o'” © 
what purpoſe are theſe outward forms and Ceremoltites 2 what +, 
Reference have they > Unleſs it be toamnle- thevming, ang” 
frame a beliefe in*men thar Religion {quire-eontrary to-rhe-, - 
axureofic)conſiſtsin exrerrialls, whert /(toth& deftrudtion. 
of Religion) the mind ſhall be drawn forthmroext 
pearances , tocaule it delight in that Pomp mmd Vadiry which _ * 
ic ſhoutd 'forſake and” by this" means it will be/'blinded _ - 7 
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much; 225 not once to look wirhiu'it ſelf , but ei 
where there is nothing but rottennefs and Corruy 
ſay thar theſe exrernals are repreſentations op P. 
work, and ſerveto lead usto them. Lanſwer j #8 wPre- 
poſtetous and inditeR'means;fot what's ſonelr 
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the World, whereby they'ler go the! ſiibſtance 

the ſhaddow. nl nc, 2, - 

3. Minifters or Biſhops have no concern in. 

/ fairs, or-in Secular JuriſtiAton z ther bufinel: 
- © Bp 
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Faith in Chriſt, both in {5 340 and others 3 to remove 
+, the Corruption fallen upon mens minds : what'duty then lyes - 
++.” vuponthem for Secular: buſineſs, of what claime have. they to 
+ "2 Thenatureof their. Proteſſion- and -DoRrine does diveſt 
them t! ereof as much as is peſible, being quite oppoſite to itz 
* « forbidding eventoowurh concerne fof their Plivate Afﬀairs in 
--  * the Warld; which ſhews that it. is their extravagancy and de- 
 - generacy wlen they thruſt themſelves inro publick Imploy- 

ment, which has juch tendency to,.overchdrge their minds 

with that-which they ſhould be altogether cleanled from, as we 

bave before ſhewed, | th 
: +4. It is almoſt needleſs here ro ſay there. is, no ſuch Power 
of Excommunication as is now .in uſe, being made to..uphold a 
= - *lyeandanunjuft uſurpation in Secular Afﬀeaires , to. lacky after | 
| Fees, and to ſerve the Secular Intereſt of .the Clergy : which 
according to che Truth of their Imploymenc is, none at all; 
we have ſhewed be{ore,* what this Excommunication.is: And 
#-. certainly the true Church. as well as the Government thereof 
” - being Larernal andSpiricual , nor External and Secular , - all 
---, the Ads of its Juriſdition muſt be agreeable thereto. | 

5. That Method of Preaching, is a prejudice t>the Liſe and 

- _.., Power of Religion , wherein "men er ;forth themſelves by 

+ Studied Diſcomſes, with Ornaments. of Hiſtory, Rhetorick, 

- ſubtile Diſputations, nice, Diſtiactions, &c. For by theſe 
things the mind is taken up with thjngs thar are Circumſtantial 
and External , and thereby lets ſlip thoſe things that are In- 
\- ternal andofnearer Concernment, and therefore has a ſtamp of 
>» ofthe Beaſt upon ic; tending to inhance the yalue of all other 

* External things which men ought to deny, cauſing them. to | 
= Iaveandembrace what they ſhquld caſt nay, to defire more £ 
© earneſtly ſuch things as they[ſhould be mortified uatos and con-, | 
| fequently they will run more ſwiftly then before _to the .pit of 
F Deſtruction, where Antichriſt and the falſe Prophet is: So thar 
\- atthe end,. theſe men are worſe then at the beginning they 

pight .haye beeg ; had they not been trained up ;n ſuch 2 Re, 

| - igion_.. 


* Baslls Men wha are Chriſtjang by,the halles, 1hat __— 
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Lgion- as-this, and it were better for-them not to haveknown” © 5 
the way of Truth, then having known-it,=to wake it the In». 7 
ſtrumeat of more enlarged wickecdne(s 3 andot going yet far- ©? 
ther from. God then at firſt; 4 7 utes 1 
6, The Miniſter of Biſhop takes-no honour. to: himſelf, pt - 
that he is or bath, -he-hath received is, it is the pttchale of the + + 
the blood of "Chriſt , exhiviteg according to the word in.1che © 2 
ſecond Covenant to all thar belive 3. be {ecks not reward nor” 
Jabourech tor g1in , hwing deveſted him[{]t: of Worlgly-and* > 
outward things : He Governs.che people, Le js ſet over,.nor ©) 


- 


with force but, meeknels ; he uſeth. na'means o-Compulion;.” > 
but draweth them gently ; he pretends: not power + Pver 4 ieig 72M 
Wills ,-but an Office to perſwade, | but" if'men" will deſtroy =: 
thetnſelves, he iS ouileleſs, doing, what is (uit ble +0C his Ot- 
fice, coreclaime them, alwayes willing'to hi Ipthem . alwayes © 
with open Arms co receive ſuch;2s-comero the:Church, and 
reſtore ſuch as are. falleg ,, Lameating and/Praying for ſuch 
whoſe Miſcartiages are from their-own; Wills; and not in his * 


power £0 help.., 7 2 
'; is that 8» 
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7... The laſt thing we obſerve from what is faid 
it is.impofſib'e there ſhould be.,any Difference or. Se in the-- 
Chriſtian Religion, and if you-find: any amongſt them, .J 
aſſuteily 1n}wicus homo fecit hogs "it is X(tranger tothe Truth, 
a. d proceeds.from ſomeother cauſe, - The:reaſon is plain, for -'+ © A 


what occaſion can be imagined of Diviſian or Schiſmeamongh; > 
thoſe who all conſpire oaly in this ;- to keep) Fares 


Pure +, 
and clean from Corruption by Faith ia Jeſus /Chyiſt , andiine'- > 
the power of that Holy Spirit, which is one in'all of thems 
From. twhich oneneſs divided }through- many members, there' |. 2 
muſt needs be unity : But you will-ſay,. the preſent time: teſti + 27 
fies the Diviion that is among Chriſtians, I anſwer, thar-ſuch- * | > 
asare Chciſtians in-pretence oaly;; may diviſe-2-hundied mote - 
Secs and Parties: They are men-that,will inſpite oft:che Scrip»" © 
tures ſerve two Maſters, God and. 4emmon.z 'the Lord and 
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- "the Lord, yet tot without a Babel of their 'own fetting up, 
> 1niBriefe, che *Pregbyterians, Iadependants, Anabaptiſts, &e. 
”* Willaddto the Sctiptures ſomething that is meerly of their 
>.» "own fancies, imagining the Scripture to ſound according to 
'* Their prejudice andpreconception, © Now it one man-will ſec 
upone thing, and (ay this is according to Scripreres another 
manwith the'fatne reaſon may ſet up-another thing of his own 
- hatching rnd ping, and ſay thelike , and ſo we may go on 


-  iulnfinnom : If the Biſhops ſay, ſuclr and ſuch' Ceremodies 
-—, aretobeuſed in Teck,” "AH to them decent und ac- 
_ Sb > 1 Lenore The'Presbyterians are not obliged to 
=  +rthinkas'theydo; nor take The fame meafures of Decency as 
=” *rhey do, andtherefore may elaim Priviledge as well as the 0- 
= rherof afecond Conſtitution, which/perhaps will not (o well 
” agree wich penny; and cherefore with 45+ much Right 
© may they ſerupathitd," and ſoevery-min a5 his Fancy leads 
=” » him: In che mean time this difference is not in Religionit ſelf, 
= bur in the Braines and Fanciesof men z tharloyeto-clorh and 
dr&'s Religion according to their own faſhionz and there cannor 
' be a unity rill men ſhillcome t© throw awayall rheſe their de- 
 « lightlul Imaginations, and rerarato the obed lence of that” Spi- 
fit of Liteand Truth, 'which proceedeth/from the Father and 
, the Son; and'is -ofily able to. make us Wiſe unto" Salvation, 
- There is no unity but in this; the occaſion of *our diviſions, 
was by departing therefrom , and our returning to it, will be 
our adyvancementto' our righe mirids ,- to liveinunity, in love, 
m Peace, infervitig the Lord eur God with one heart, and 
one mind, rejoycing before him continually, 
 *Nowir thoald merhinks'ſhame theſe Texchers of what de- 
nom nation ſoever; "thar'ſet up'a Dodrine of their own framing 
-- though obr of-the Licteral Word ;' ifrhey confider, thar ater 
all-cheir contrivances and defiznes ; their ſtudy and labour, 
and if g {v much ſwear ad worts'in the Pulpity it is as 
im tor ther romake rien Believe, or Holy,'or Powerful 
. co-refiſt the leaſt Temptation, as it was in the Prieſts of Bal 
| SR 2 after 
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aſter their Bel $and- Ed 2 igxto 0 6 from *: 
Heaveno conſume. the Sacrifice 5 rota [ pc = X 
longer (with them) halt hety between, poop 


to be Worſhipeg, .let* | 
Worſhiped z 3nd made n ; thephy FA, to 
cutie tha Worſhip =o . Ka PM = 

Thus.I avs endeayours! ccordin to my it to ſhew, 
with what fpogh *.9 the Og Ch Uh on, oe 
ro preleryeit;from the miſtakes it lyes pnder is ne ; by Evil- 
copal Goyerament , 27 a that the neceſ ofthe Aﬀa 
of the Nation conſpire with Religton to. a LEY, 
* underſtand the voice of God and. what þ by 
has thus/bedged in our way, Far wes a0fot dive 
ther path, = with great D etrimenc : Te hath- 
the Truly of his Re gion and Ve rf: boo - 
longes ſuffer to be oppreſt with nr 
YOUNG Sos to, int 
it will be well, for thee, 
and make way forthe ac 
the Biſhops and | 
gry ny 
a02ult, and begias chraugh 
wealth, For thehing's FOUIRY 
Reformation-inaChurch or State , mult | 
generally have been. the giſty A, of bot I alwaye 
ſtrongeſt oppoſers of any thing that tended | "ay h 20. ty > | 
nefir of either; ſo thag any-thing that. is good ; 1d 'rruly F 
ficable , muſt needsc | for their removal , # WA 
advancernens, ; beck we 7 d 

Wgreat the wo Oh Ca 

Fi chat bnlpppartaple; Yok i ing. 
to by means thereof z Wei b all men 6:47 os 


Hig thaſe 9 90 C ODE! 
of it ;-;and.L think, bt 6 15nd want 
Wle/Corrvpr.99 > rhgſe Cpurrag1 thy 
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4 which way the man defires that giresthe moſt Money, thar all 
| fue perſons as are of any Rank, or Fortune, Of Eſteem. inthe 
-= World ate freed fram the moleſtations of rheſe Courts'; only 
- ſuchas arepoor and have lictle. muſt have. this addition to 
* their Miſery,” to maintain the Credit of this unjuſt Autkority, 
- "they have; whereby it is plainly tobe ſeen, thargheyarenot 


|”. keept ro reQifie Dilorgers, orill' Manners , 25 they pretend ; 
* - ut purely for ſupport of Epiſcopal Authority without any 
- *faitherend, or which is worſe, to Grind the poor z andto rob 
+ fuchasare ready tofſtarve. EDS 7 
And alter all that bas been ſaid, ſhall we imagine that the 
ift Bilhops Lands, oris their an 
or what is his duty to do in-this 
Juſtice, and "Eonſcic nee 


| - vernment and Piety, an 
| ought he ſ H 
cord amongſt his people , rending to thelr peace and ſettle- 
ment and manifold ſatisfa&ion.. Ough | 
 -Phyſitian , to rake away that ill bumouf#tharhas layne ſo Jong 
””* corroding upon their Powells : Or is there any other or berter 
” means of laying a ſolid foundatlon of durable empire and. pn- 
- diſturbed Government, then in rhe proſperity and coutentmenr 

of the people : Do not all our Laws and degrees of Magiltracy, 

2nd even Civil Sacieryit ſelf tend ro this end; is not © 's thar 


| ] thatart firſt linked men.into Civility) made them reaſon- 
able and ſociable, and void _ they Mlide inſen(ibly into 
ovfuſiop, -and return $0” the Savage nature of ſuch as Prey 
6A dex 


every KingyReigne', ſhould be accompanied witha Cleanſing, 
F, Digeſting ind - obogs a certain Petfe& Body of the Lin: 
- - «that it might be ſomerhing cettain, and that it might not be 
- + Jyable co the Quirkes and Fallacies of ſo many buſie Deceivers, 
* 2nd alſo that it may be brought 3s near as may be-to the preſent 
Genius and Huniour of men, by that means that we'be not go- 
-» verned byan Antique'Humour, as we would not be clothed 
* In theirfaſhion.”. To ap. 95 the abuſes therein, and hinder 
| -Multiplicity cf Suites 3 the means may be to appoint Arbitrati- 
* "O85 , that no Suit ſhall be in any of the Kings Gourts'under 
* abundred Pounds: But that the Parties at variance for any. va- 
--lue under that, be made to chuſe each his Arbitratour , and to 
© Enter into bond, to approve-the Arbitrators ſhall derermine, 
only this bond in caſe Covenants: be not performed , to be 
> broughr into the higher Courts aad Sentence ſtrifly paſſed 
-*thereupon ; alſoin caſe one Party refuſe this Arbitration, that 
-'rhen the other proceed in the Kings Court, and that' the re- 
- fuſer be proceeded againſt upon [Evidence given, as Non- 


-Cature and increaſe of Law Suites do ſeem to require, T he Be- 
*-nefics whereof will be, 1, That people ſhall in a manner de- 
*Cide themſelves their diſagreements, it being done by thoſe 


known, being near the place and Juſtice more exaRly render- 


# Journeys, 4, It may be a means that men r18n not Gut of 
* Their E ſtares by long Suirs, 5, Icmay keeps good Ballance 
-of Movey inthe Pockets of meaner men, which tends to the 
advancement ef Trade, and ſo Lawyers Ray be prevented of 
drawing too much thereof intotheir Pockets, where it is either 
+ uſclefs ro 'the publick,, or manifeſtly prejudicial by Uſury 
+ and exaRion, « | . 
+ Likewiſe it were highly requiſite the Univerſities were look - 
$edinto, whichare become Seminaties of Debauchery , rather 
+ chen"good Letbiing ot good? Mannets 'eo-the Nation, - Pap 
: . ave 
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«ſuited, Some ſucheffeRal application the Corruption of Judi. | 


whom themſelves chuſe. 2. The Caſe may be more- fully. - 
| ;&d by that means. 3, It ſaves great: Expences and long * 
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have too orent a Temptation to Debauchery from the tool 
Peneficence of their Founders,which would'be Retrenched,at 
| 3 - parr of the Revenues, and alſo'of their Colledges better 
Þ- - upon another deſigne 44;for maintaining Protefforsinall man- 
| ner of Getije Heroick exercifes, that young,C entlemen may} 
not only know Arts and Sciences, but alſ@ to Fence, 
ſhall an Army and the like;continual reading flats the © 
mind, makes ic unfic fof Aion - But this exerciſe will whee © 

| 2nd inlarge it, and make men capable of being imployed in the £ 
| Common-wealth,” and perſwade my ſelf that theſe two be» | 

ing conjoyned , Reading and. Exerciſe would make a wiſe. © 

active people, It were adviſable that Tutours trouble not their +: 
+ Pupills with an uncertain and Pedantick-Philoſophy, and with | _ 
the Fabulous and Fatilous' Authors: of Herheniſme,”-Bue ra- - 
ther wi h Hiſtory, Sacred and Profane: ES EIOR - 


* 


| ap, nad cn TR | 
their Lives, "every little addsto'a mind ted; | 
For a Conclufioh, ler Politicians que mbne' tle it belfe 
| and requiſire in a Common-wealth to a/low'otrwo Authorities: 
' and two diftin& orders of Goveramenr in che ſame' = ; 
| tick,} I ſuppoſe they will find. jr noxious, if che coal; 
Scability-and Perpetuity of Common wealth: - 
| ' depends upon its oneneſs or unity, which is- - - It is a: 
lice the ſtraight line of the Mathematicians , 790-ve 
the foundation of all qcher their operations ; ' ex hained” 7 
now this onenels is ſo near the foundation'of p 21 "edit S: 
a Common: wealth, that any receding; from z#a1l Politicians. 
ic, moſt needs havea dangerous influence up: 
on the whole Fabrick , being a weakning an4 loofning PS, 
Foundations ; and che effets muſt follow thara violent Puſty ©: 
| of Storm and Wind will through this detect *endinger icxovers | 


throw : -For this Ep ſcopal Governmentbeing ups 
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” ondifferent principles and different Iatereſt co the reſt of. che 
© Gbvcrnment , 'with another. Authority theo, that of, the ſu- 
'.. pteam Authority, - it will tojlow ,;that chough ic may agree 
- - well for atimein ſubordination: to the ſupream Aathority, yet 
- there is a gapopen for Diviſion, which will nor be wichour its 
{evil efels.-when any. unoſual-accident ſhall happen in the 
Choe ro its diſturbance ; thus we know by vectue of 
this-A uthority, and from this principle of Diviſion in the Go- 
- - vernment, our. Kings to'have been thrown, off , the whole 
\ Kingdomdiſturbed and made Feudatary to. a. Forreigne Au- 
Thereis'no- * thority,as in King Fob» ;1n choſe times it played 
- Kingdom. in | with-its/Batreries/upoa. our Kings, but {ince the 
Exrope +; chat Refortfiationit has rurned the Engines of Malice 
has; nor + {ome upon the People;and'cauſe them to beginza War. 
_ time or other 1g briefe ; Epiſcopacy being a Government of it. , 

E «Ss _ i! ſelf, diſtin Tapream and Tawful Au- 
<5". *..: thotity , without any juſt. Title or pretenſions 
 (llwhichcome within the verge of the Civil Magiſtrate) ir 
/ * muſt needs (to ſupport itſelf; for ir-cannot-be idle). crouble the 
- Waters that it may have the; better Fiſhing: If you ſay it is 
| neceflary. for Maintaining Religion, the Anſwer is, I have 
# - ſhewed before that Religion needs no ſuch ſupports : And fur- 
' ther; thattheficſt Inſticucers of our Religion, never uſed nor 
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 caimed-any ſuch Authoricy; but-with the greate(} ſubmiſſion 

{”  yeilded ro the Secular Power in-all'things.. The ChrifGian Re- 
ligion tends to benefic mankind with, all goed things temporal 
# - and eternal ; it is perfe& goodneſs and uniry,and it is im- 
” poſfiblea principle: of Diviſion ſhould:/proteed from ic : And 
” therefore , thoſe Diviſions in Common-wealths: can proceed 
from noother cauſe then'the author of Qiviſion, who having 
at firſt ſeparated from the Holy God, makes.it his buſineſs to 
fillall chiags wich the effe&s of thar Diviſton, But you will 
ſay, the chnnger Chriſt and his Apoſtles was: perſecuted 
| and hated.” TheAnſver is, 'that the Tempter made the firſt 
F| proffer;the Kingdoms of theeartb,and the Glorids of them, ro 
| WP 3 beg our 
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our Saviaur if he would fall down and: Worſhip bim, which”: 
our Saviour refuſing todo and his Apoltles 3 he was foroediro + © 
keep them till he mer (uch .as- admiring the beguiling Tempr- .*®- 
tion ; would ſubmit to the Condition, -- 7 EST 2 b- 

But Politicians will cell us, that all mutation in Govern-- 
ment goes not unaccompanied with danger 3 to which we may 
Aaſwer : That this happens when Circumſtancials are changed 
for. other Circumſtancialls,. as I may call. chem: As the 
danger is nothing ſo much incaking away aay thing in a Com- 
rpon- wealth that is ſuperflgous, . but in the bringing in a thing 
ſuperfluous, (Thus the taking away the Ceremonies in Scaland. 
at the Reformation, was withour any great noiſe, þut the obs, 
trading a new Lycurgy was not without -Tumult and War; 
the like we have ſeen in Exelend, the puns rag Abbies 
and Monaſtezyes in the cime of: Henry the 8:5, and alienating 
the Lands of the Church,,. was\ done with ſafety and filence- 

- , enough : Bur the praiſes, of bringing in new Ceremonies in 
the tirge of (harlgs the firſt; was followed with a Bloody Var, & 
wonderful change of Afﬀaits; -whereas.the contrary: Atty were 
a kind of Stability co the Kings Throne ;: and generally it may 
be obſerved throughout. Eerape in France; Germany, and other 
places that the Reformatiogy and taking away what was ſuper», 
fluons in the Government.,. was not only done peaceably, but” 
alſo withour the leaſt change of Gqvernmear,  oaly perhaps it 43 
was better ſecured therebyz whereas all attempts of bringing inz* 7 
- or re-eſtabliſhing thoſe Furilous'Ceremonies and Devices, were” - 
alwayes accompanied with [ong and Bloody Wars.) Ox whens 7 
partſof the Goverament is changed,and ſomething, pur into the* > 
room of it of a different.Nature. 2, Not.when Circumſtantials © 
are aboliſhed without addition-or Subſtitution of others, 3,Not- 3 
when it is tothe guſt and liking of che greateſt part of the Nt 7 
tion.. 4, Nor whea it is recompenſed wwith.great”advantageto b 
all the people-:. And beſides , let us conſider what Henry. the 
8th, has done in- this kind, being in far worſe Circumſtances,: 
and in mach more dangerous, Condition then.we are 7: Asfrft 
very Potene AdverJaries abroad, the!Pope, the Enuperouy LP Rs. 
08 *s... 
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-,* , Knig of $paiy. 2. This whole Nation had fat down a long time 

._ >. underthz beliefe which he oppoſed, and ſucked ir in with their 
milk, thatthis change muſt needs appear monſiroys and formid- 
ables which would not only bring a change upon.the ourward 

> Condition of the Nation , but mens minds alſo: They muſt 

| _. change thoſe thoughts and opinions which were almoſt as 
natural to them, as the Aire they Breathed in: Whereas in 
our Condition, there is nothing to be feared upon this ac- 
count from a Forreigne Enemy : Neither ſhall we have need 
oppoſe any* Preconceptions , or row againſt 'the tide of the 
common ſentiments of the Nation: Add to this the benefic 
we may reap by ir, whereas the former Reformation was ef- 
feed by a bare preheminence of Power and Dominion : and 


ſtances in the Churches of the Reformation thac were in Bohe- 
mizand thoſeparrts , how a Chriſtian Church may moſt fully 
agree with a ſubmiſſion! of all external Juriſdition to the 
Magiſtrate, and live in excellent Harmogy with the Com- 
mon-wealth, of which they are Members ; their Intereſt (nor 
differing therefrom as in the Epiſcopacy) but bound up in all 
things that concerne the external Goverament with it, Which 
/ is done, Ft. By giving them a competent maintenance equal- 
ly divided to all. 2, Let them chule oneof the moſt ſober 
| and wiſe amongtt them (forſuch a time) to have the InſpeRi- 
+ on over them and the affairs of the Church, 3.1 their Con- 
fiſtot ies or publick Meetings, let a Secular imployed by the 
King beelwayes preſent, 'z, To ſee they meddle not with 
Stare Aﬀairs, 3, To provide that no dammage redound to 
the Publick by Heates or Controverfies. Thus ſhall we have 
a truer and more perfet Religion, a ſurer foundation of 
Peace, a firmer Eſtabliſhment of Government, and laſting 
ſupport of Unity and Commerce in all degrees amongſ us, 
Now the Author all Bleffings, publick and private, grantus 
Grace to open our Eyes, that we may ſee the things that be- 
long to our Peace, whichis thus conjoyned with the Honour 


- 


ſolooked ſomething like Tyranny. Farther, we want not in-. 
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efhis Name and let him £2 is as great in power as goodneſs, - . © 
firengthen our Hearts and onr Hands, thatall of us may con= 
fer our afiſtance to the pulling down that great Babylon of 
| Rome,and this of our own Nation, which are as well a diſho- 
41* gourtohim, asthe Obſtacles of our Peace 
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age 2. line 31. read at another, p. 3. |. 24.7. ſubſtitmted, PS 118. 
P r. #r thus : Is, and 1. 30. for Audr. But, p. 6. 1. 2.fer 3. Thas 


P- 9+ 1. 7.x. Recovery, p. 10. |, 19, r: care Dirburſed, 1.'12. r. imployed, 

P- 13-1. 1,1, is Right, ky $. |, 1, r. things concerning, 1- 16. t- Receding 
there with p. 19.1, 3. r. Laſt, abuſed,1. 24. tbe adbered to, |. 30, t.Wives 

- _ andChild, p. 24. 1.24. tr» F eeing, p. 28.1. 13.1, clothed, |. 33. thereby 
. men may be ſomerwbat, p. 29. 1. 31.r. that they akin Faith : Of whieh,if 
|. 33: r. But thus, p, 30. 1. $. r. will not be, p. 33+ 1. 19. Leave, 65, 1,20. 
r. beſt title to take, 1, 25.7, it the Proc, p. 40. 1, 22+ I: ſofety: 
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